
  December 11, 2012 
 Page 1 

     1 

Pennington Borough Council 
Regular Meeting – December 11, 2012 
 
Mayor Persichilli called the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council to order at 5:32 pm.  Borough Clerk 
Betty Sterling called the roll with Council Members Dunn, Griffiths, Heinzel, Ogren, and Tucker in 
attendance.  Council Member Heino was absent.                                                                      
 
Also present were Borough Administrator, Timothy Matheny, Borough Attorney, Walter Bliss, Public Works 
Superintendent, Jeff Wittkop and Public Safety Director, Bill Meytrott.  
 
Mayor Persichilli announced that notice of this meeting has been given to the Hopewell Valley News, The 
Times of Trenton and The Trentonian and was posted on the bulletin board in Borough Hall and on the 
Borough web-site according to the regulations of the Open Public Meetings Act.  
 
Mayor Persichilli invited everyone to stand for the Flag Salute. 
 
Open to the Public – Agenda Items Only 
 
Mayor Persichilli read the following statement:  
 
Meeting open to the public for comments on items on the agenda for which no public discussion is provided.  
In an effort to provide everyone interested an opportunity to address his or her comments to the Governing 
Body, a public comment time limit has been instituted for each speaker.  Please come forward and state 
your name and address for the record.  Please limit comments to the Governing Body to a maximum of 
3 minutes.  
 
There were no comments from the public.  
 
Mayor’s Business  
 
Mayor Persichilli stated that Judy Lindenberger of the Hopewell Valley Special Needs Advisory Committee 
was scheduled to come tonight, but she will be attending the January meeting. 
 
Mayor Persichilli stated that the two items listed for closed session on the agenda, vacation carryover and 
light duty policy will be discussed in open session.  
 
Ordinances for Public Hearing and Adoption  
 
Mayor Persichilli read Ordinance 2012-13 by title.  
 

Borough of Pennington 
Ordinance No. 2012- 13 

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS LOCAL NO. 35 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Pennington and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters Local No. 
35 are parties to a collective bargaining agreement for the years 2009 and 2010 establishing salaries and other 
conditions of employment for designated job categories in the Borough of Pennington Department of Public 
Works (“the 2009-2010 Agreement”); 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2009-2010 Agreement expired effective December 31, 2010 but its general terms 
and conditions remained in effect subject to negotiation of a new agreement;  
 
 WHEREAS, the 2009-2010 Agreement did not provide for a wage increase for covered employees 
after 2010;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and Local No. 35 have agreed to extend the 2009-2010 Agreement for 
two years, for the sole purpose of providing for a general wage increase for covered employees of two 
percent (2%) of base salary for 2011 (effective January 1, 2011) and a general wage increase of two percent 
(2%) of base salary for 2012 (effective January 1, 2012);  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and Local No. 35 have agreed also that the extended agreement shall be 
subject to such changes regarding health insurance and pensions as are effective for other Borough 
employees resulting from changes in law and in the Borough Personnel Manual in effect on or after 
December 31, 2010; 
 
 WHEREAS, all other terms and conditions of the 2009-2010 Agreement are unchanged through the 
life of the extension ending December 31, 2012; 
 
 WHEREAS, this extension of the 2009-2010 Agreement is without prejudice to, and shall not be 
construed as a waiver of, the Borough’s right to negotiate modifications to the general terms and conditions 
of the Agreement or to exercise its management rights as provided or permitted by law; 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough hereby gives notice that it desires to modify the Agreement  and will 
confirm this desire in writing as provided in Article 29 of the 2009-2010 Agreement, as now extended 
through December 31, 2012; 
 
 WHEREAS, the form of the memorandum to be signed by the parties extending the 2009-2010 
Agreement as aforesaid is attached to this Ordinance; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington, that the 2009-2010 Agreement is extended through December 31, 2012 with the modifications 
described above.       
 
Council Member Tucker made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2012-13, second by 
Council Member Heinzel.  There were no comments from the public.  Council Member Tucker made a 
motion to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2012-13, second by Council Member Heinzel with all 
members present voting in favor.  Council Member Tucker made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-13, 
second by Council Member Heinzel with all members present voting in favor.  
 
Committee Reports  
 
Planning & Zoning / Environmental Commission / Library – Mrs. Heinzel stated that the Planning Board would 
be meeting tomorrow and they have not met in the last couple months so she will have a report at the next meeting.  
Mrs. Heinzel stated that the Library had a very successful Holiday Walk.  Mrs. Heinzel stated that the Winter Program 
went out with the water/sewer bills.  Mrs. Heinzel thanked the Borough Staff for making that happen.  Mrs. Heinzel 
stated that she was unable to attend the Environmental Commission meeting so had no report.     
 
Public Works – Mr. Ogren stated that the Public Works Committee met and primarily discussed the Downtown 
Streetscape improvements.  Mr. Ogren stated that Council has been provided the Water and Trash Report.  Mr. Ogren 
stated that water consumption has gone up.   
 

PENNINGTON BOROUGH PUBLIC WORKS 
 
TO:  Tom Ogren, Chairman 
  Public Works Committee 
 
FROM:  Jeff Wittkop, Superintendent 
 
DATE:  December 4, 2012 
 
RE:  COUNCIL REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2012 
 

WATER 
 
 Water pumped for the month of November 2012: 6,835,000    
     Daily-     227,800                                                          
                                                                         

Water pumped for the month of November 2011: 6,213,000      
               Daily-     207,100                 

       
For the month of November 2012 we averaged 20,000 gallons more per day than November 2011.  
 

TRASH 
 

107.7 tons of household trash for the month of November 2012 vs. 88.06 tons in November 2011.    
 
Leaves may now be put out to the curb. Leaves should be blown or raked to the curb and should be placed at least 20 
feet from stormwater inlets. Leaves may be raked or blown to the street in long windrows and should be free of any 
debris such as sticks, branches or other debris.  

 
Personnel/Shade Tree – Mr. Ogren stated that the Personnel Committee did not meet.  Mr. Ogren stated 
that the Shade Tree Commission met and discussed a draft tree protection ordinance.  
 
Public Safety – Mr. Tucker reported that the monthly statistics will be provided at the end of the year 
meeting.  Mr. Tucker stated that clean up from Hurricane Sandy occupied most of the time for the first and 
second week of November.  Mr. Tucker stated that electrical power was restored to all streets and locations 
in the Borough by November 9th.  Mr. Tucker stated that Halloween was rescheduled to Monday, 
November 5th and most streets with the exception of Baldwin and Sked had power restored and were safe 
for pedestrians.  Mr. Tucker stated that there were no calls for police services related to Halloween night.  
 
Mr. Tucker stated that the Holiday Walk held November 30th was successful with attendance around 300.  
Mr. Tucker stated that three Pennington officers and two Hopewell Township officers were on duty under 
the Paid Detail program.   
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Mr. Tucker stated that he represented the Borough at the Pennington First Aid Graduation ceremony.  Mr. 
Tucker stated that this is the 19th class with a total of 18 graduates.  Mr. Tucker stated that five of the 
graduates will be riding with the Pennington Squad.   
 
Finance – Mr. Griffiths stated that the Finance Committee did not meet therefore he had no report.  
 
Historic Preservation – Mrs. Dunn stated that she did not attend the Historic Preservation meeting, 
however Mr. Ogren was there to present the Downtown Streetscape plans.   
 
Community Services/Economic Development – Mrs. Heino was absent so no report was given.   
   
New Business 
 

Borough of Pennington 
Resolution #2012 – 12.2 

 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS  

 
 WHEREAS, certain bills are due and payable as per itemized claims listed on the following 
schedules, which are made a part of the minutes of this meeting as a supplemental record; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Pennington that the bills be paid on audit and approval of the Mayor, the Appropriate Council Member and 
the Treasurer in the amount of $ 391,724.49 from the following accounts: 
  
  Current      $ 176,704.65    
 
  W/S Operating     $   54,946.57  
 
  Developers’ Escrow    $     1,284.75    
 
  General Capital     $   50,000.00 
 
  Trust Fund       $        295.00    
 
  COAH Trust Fund    $        326.25 
 

Grant Fund     $ 108,167.27     
      
     TOTAL      $ 391,724.49  
 
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V A.B. 
Dunn   X    Heinzel   M    
Griffiths    S    Ogren    X    

Heino     Absent Tucker    X    

 
Council Member Heinzel made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12-2, second by Council Member 
Griffiths with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 

Borough of Pennington 
Resolution #2012 – 12.3 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 provides that during the last two months of the fiscal year, should 

it become necessary to expend funds for any purposes specified in the budget an amount in excess of the 
respective sums appropriated therefore and there shall be an excess in any appropriations over and above the 
amount deemed to be necessary to fulfill the purpose of such appropriations transfers may be made; and 
 

WHEREAS, transfers may not be permitted to appropriations for contingent expenses or deferred 
charges; and 
  

WHEREAS, transfers may not be permitted from appropriations for contingent expenses, deferred 
charges, cash deficit of the preceding year, reserve for uncollected taxes, down payments, and capital 
improvement fund or interest and redemption charges;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Pennington that transfers be made between the following year 2012 budget appropriations: 
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Appropriations:     To:  From:    
 
Administration – Salaries       $   7,000.00  
Municipal Clerk – Salaries      $   6,000.00 
Finance – Salaries       $   1,000.00 
Tax Collection – Salaries       $   3,000.00 
Tax Assessment – Other Expense      $   2,000.00 
Engineering – Other Expense      $ 10,000.00 

 Group Insurance – Other Expense       $   3,010.00 
  Workers Comp Insurance – First Aid  $ 23,490.00 
  Interlocal – Recycling Services   $      120.00    
 Borough Property – Overtime    $      400.00 
  Legal – Other Expense    $   8,000.00 
 

Total Current Fund                $ 32,010.00 $ 32,010.00   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the following transfers be made between the following 
2012 Water and Sewer budget appropriations:  
 
  Water Operating – (PERS Expense)  $ 1,933.00 

Sewer Operating  - Other Expense   $ 5,000.00 
Water Operating – Other Expense    $ 6,933.00 
 

  Total Water/ Sewer    $ 6,933.00 $6,933.00  
  

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V A.B. 
Dunn    X    Heinzel   S    
Griffiths     M    Ogren    X    

Heino    absent Tucker    X    

 
Council Member Griffiths made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12.3, second by Council Member 
Heinzel with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 

Borough of Pennington 
Resolution 2012-12.4 

 
RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2012 ADOPTED BUDGET (CHAPTER 159) SPECIAL ITEMS OF 

REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION FOR BODY ARMOR REPLACEMENT FUNDS    
  
    WHEREAS, NJSA 40A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or 
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not 
determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and 
 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal 
amount, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Pennington has received $ 937.83 from the State of New Jersey and 
wishes to amend its 2012 Budget to include a portion of this amount as revenue;  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the 
insertion of a special item of revenue in the budget of the year 2012 in the sum of $ 937.83 which is now 
available as revenue from: 
 

Body Armor Replacement, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of $ 937.83 be and the same is hereby 
appropriated under the caption of: 
 

Body Armor Replacement  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk forward two copies of this resolution to 
the Director of Local Government Services. 
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. 
Dunn   X    Heinzel   X    

Griffiths    M    Ogren     X    
Heino    absent Tucker     S    
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Council Member Griffiths made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12.4, second by Council Member 
Tucker with all members present voting in favor.  
 

 
BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 

RESOLUTION 2012-12.5 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
AGREEMENT WITH MASER CONSULTING, P.A., FOR 

ROUTE 31 REDEVELOPMENT SITE STUDY 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Pennington is the recipient of a $30,000 grant from the Delaware 
Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRCP) for a project titled “TCDI-Route 31 Corridor 
Redevelopment Action Plan;” 
 
  WHEREAS, the grant is intended to finance a conceptual plan and analysis of the potential for 
redevelopment of the former Public Works site (Block 206, Lots 4, 5 and 12), an adjoining lot fronting on 
Broemel Place, and a closed landfill; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on September 25, 2012, the Borough issued a Request for Proposals for consulting 
engineers to perform the required analysis and prepare a conceptual plan; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has formed a Grant Oversight Committee made up of Councilman 
Thomas Ogren and 8 citizens of the Borough appointed by the Mayor to oversee administration of the grant 
and to review proposals for relevant professional services; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received 4 proposals for professional services in response to the RFP and 
all of these proposals were reviewed by the Grant Oversight Committee; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Grant Oversight Committee ranked the proposals and selected Maser Consulting 
P.A., consulting municipal & environmental engineers, planners, surveyors and landscape architects, based in 
Red Bank, New Jersey (“Maser”), as the firm and proposal best suited for the proposed work; 
 
 WHEREAS, the grant from the DVRPC required an adjustment to the scope of the Maser proposal 
and related fee, and thereafter Maser revised the scope to reduce hours devoted to meetings and to reduce the 
number of alternative development concept scenarios from three to two, as well as associated hours in certain 
technical memoranda, to bring its proposal within the grant amount;  
 
 WHEREAS, Maser further revised its proposal to provide a revised completion date of June 30, 
2013 as required by DVRPC; 
 
 WHEREAS, the grant agreement between the Borough and the DVRPC requires a competitive 
selection process in compliance with local, state and federal requirements; 
 
 WHEREAS, a contract for professional services under the New Jersey Public Contract Law does 
not require advertisement for bids and may be awarded without competitive bidding; 
 
 WHEREAS, the DVRPC has reviewed the revised proposal and related selection of Maser and has 
found same to be acceptable; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington that the aforesaid contract for professional services is hereby awarded to Maser Consulting PA 
for a total contract amount not to exceed $30,000, including fee and reimbursable expenses and all other 
contract-related expenditures, in accordance with its Proposal for Route 31 Redevelopment Study dated 
October 19, 2012 and its revised Proposal as aforesaid dated November 9, 2012, as well as a form of 
Professional Services Agreement hereafter approved by the Borough Attorney. 
 
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V A.B. 
Dunn    X    Heinzel    S    
Griffiths     X    Ogren     M    

Heino    Absent Tucker     X    

 
Council Member Ogren made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12.5, second by Council Member 
Heinzel with all members present voting in favor.  
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BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 

RESOLUTION 2012 – 12.6 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL PAYMENT TO VAN NOTE HARVEY 
ASSOCIATES FOR UPDATED PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE PENNINGTON 

CONNECTION TO THE LAWRENCE-HOPEWELL TRAIL  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Pennington has authorized Van Note-Harvey Associates, the 
Borough’s Water and Sewer Engineer, to revise plans and specifications as required by the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation and make copies of plans and specifications for the  advertisement for bids 
relating to work to be performed on the Pennington Connection of the Lawrence-Hopewell Trail; 
 
 WHEREAS, the work was authorized with the expectation that the cost of the work would not to 
exceed $3,500; 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution 2012-5.13, Borough Council authorized the issuance of a purchase 
order for the work to Van Note-Harvey Associates in an amount not to exceed $3,500, drawn from the 
Borough’s Open Space Trust Fund; 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the initial sum of $3,500 is not sufficient to complete the 
work and an additional sum of $1,500 is necessary; 
 
 WHEREAS, the said additional amount is to be drawn from the Borough’s Open Space Trust Fund, 
which has adequate funds for this purpose; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington that the Mayor and the Clerk are hereby authorized to issue an amended purchase order to Van 
Note-Harvey Associates in an amount not to exceed an additional amount of $1,500, from the Borough’s 
Open Space Trust Fund.  
 
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V A.B. 
Dunn    X    Heinzel    X    
Griffiths     X    Ogren     M    

Heino    Absent Tucker     S    

 
Council Member Ogren made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12.6, second by Council Member 
Tucker.  Mr. Ogren stated that he brought this up at the last meeting and this additional expense is being 
requested due to additional changes required by the NJDOT.  Mrs. Sterling stated that Mr. Bliss had asked 
for something in writing from Van Note Harvey Associates and it was received today.  Mrs. Sterling stated 
that we only have two sets of Plans and Specifications of the fifteen that were provided by Van Note Harvey.  
Mrs. Sterling stated we may have to request additional copies as there is still another week for the 
advertisement.  Upon a roll call vote all members present voted in favor.  

 
Borough of Pennington 
Resolution #2012 - 12.7 

 
RESOLUTION AMENING RESOLUTION 2012-8.6 AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES 

AGREEMENT WITH HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FOR MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE  
  

 
 WHERES, at a meeting held on August 6, 2012, Borough Council approved Resolution 2012-8.6, a 
copy of which is attached to this resolution; and  
 

WHEREAS, an application was filed with the County of Mercer to apply for funding in the 
Municipal Alliance Program by a consortium consisting of Hopewell Township, Hopewell Borough and 
Pennington Borough;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (GCADA) administers the 
Alliance program funding through Mercer County and upon review of the 2013 grant application, GCADA 
has asked that the original resolution be amended to include the full amount of the grant and not just the 
shared services amount; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington, that Resolution 2012-8.6 be amended to include the following:  
 

WHEREAS, a request for Funding Proposal in the amount of $18,512.00 for the 2013 Municipal 
Plan has been formulated to be submitted to the County of Mercer; and  
 

WHEREAS, the requested funding will be applied amount the three municipalities based on 
population.  
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Record of Council Vote on Passage 

COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V A.B. 
Dunn    X    Heinzel   S    

Griffiths     X    Ogren    X    

Heino     absent Tucker    M    

 
Council Member Tucker made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12.7, second by Council Member 
Heinzel with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 

BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
RESOLUTION 2012 – 12.8 

 
RESOLUTION RATIFYING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Pennington is presently party to a litigation  pertaining to the 2002 tax 
liability of Springpoint at Pennington, Inc. (formerly known as The Presbyterian Home at Pennington, Inc., 
here referred to as “Springpoint”) for the property known as Stony Brook Assisted Living Facility, Block 
1.10, Lot 3 on the Borough Tax Map; 
 
 WHEREAS, the litigation is presently pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Appellate 
Division, under the caption The Presbyterian Home at Pennington, Inc. v. The Borough of Pennington, 
Docket No. A-000144-11T1, an appeal by the Borough seeking reversal of the August 19, 2011 judgment of 
the State Tax Court, pursuant to the remand instructions issued in Presbyterian Home at Pennington, Inc. v. 
Pennington Borough, 409 N.J. Super. 166 (App. Div. 2009), certification denied, 201 N.J. 143 (2010), that 
the Property was tax exempt in 2002 requiring a full refund of taxes paid for that year;   
 
 WHEREAS, the parties both desire to avoid the costs and uncertainties of litigation by agreeing to 
compromise and settle the lawsuit on the following terms: (1) payment of $100,000 to Springpoint by the 
Borough in two installments, the first in the amount of $66,000 due November 30, 2012 and the second in the 
amount of $34,000 due November 30, 2013, without interest provided payments are made when due; (2) 
exchange of mutual releases by the parties with respect to the 2002 tax year; and (3) Borough dismissal of the 
pending appeal; 
 
 WHEREAS, at the meeting of Borough Council on November 13, 2013, by voice vote recorded in 
the minutes, Council authorized the Mayor to execute a written settlement agreement with Springpoint in the 
form annexed to this Resolution incorporating the above terms, and to cause the issuance of a Borough check 
for $66,000 payable to Springpoint as the first installment due by November 30, 2012; 
 
 WHEREAS, both parties have now executed the Settlement Agreement, Springpoint has received 
the first timely installment payment and the Appellate Court has been notified that the appeal will be 
withdrawn by stipulation of the parties; 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Resolution to formally and in writing ratify and approve these 
actions; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington that the actions taken by the Mayor in settlement of the litigation described above, as authorized 
by voice vote at the meeting of Borough Council on November 13, 2012, are hereby formally memorialized, 
ratified and approved, nunc pro tunc.  
 
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V A.B. 
Dunn    X    Heinzel   M    
Griffiths     S    Ogren    X    

Heino       absent Tucker    X    

 
Council Member Heinzel made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12, second by Council Member 
Griffiths.  Mr. Bliss stated that this resolution simply ratifies what Council already approved on November 
13th by voice vote.  Upon a roll call vote all members present voted in favor.  
 
Council Discussion  
 
Vacation Carryover Request – Mr. Matheny stated that Mr. Wittkop has submitted a request to be 
permitted to carryover six vacation days in additional to the allowed vacation time carryover.  Council 
Members were in favor of granting the request.  Mrs. Sterling stated that in the past a resolution has been 
done for these types of requests.  Mr. Bliss stated that Council can approve the request tonight and the 
decision can be ratified at the year end meeting on December 27th.  Council Members were in favor of the 
request.  
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Comp Time Request – Jeff Wittkop – Council Members had a copy of Mr. Wittkops request to be paid for 
165.5 hours of comp time.  Council Member Griffiths made a motion to approve payment, second by Council 
Member Dunn with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 Light Duty Policy – Mr. Bliss stated that based on conversations with Mr. Matheny there is a need to amend 
the traditional Borough policy of no light duty.  Mr. Bliss stated that in the Police Department in particular 
the ability to patrol is an essential function of the job and if an officer cannot perform that essential function, 
then there is no need for the officer to be on duty.  Mr. Bliss stated that there are exceptions when the 
administrative duties that would constitute light duty are essential to the functioning of the department.   
 
Mr. Bliss stated that what is proposed is an amendment to the no light duty policy that would read as follows:  
“there shall be no light administrative duty unless light duty a) would assist the Department or Borough in 
performing essential functions that can not be performed by another employee, b) that the light duty as been 
cleared by the affected employees physician or other medical provider and c) that the person performing light 
duty is only paid to the extent of the work.”   
 
Mr. Bliss stated that this has to be a general policy applicable to all employees and the thing that 
distinguishes it is that those employees that are performing administrative duties that are essential to the 
functioning of the Department or Borough then those administrative duties can be performed on a light duty 
basis provided that the compensation is limited to actual hours worked.   
 
Some discussion took place with regard to determination of administrative duties.  Mr. Meytrott stated that 
the job description outlines administrative duties and light duty hours could be determined from the job 
description.  Mr. Griffiths stated that this underscores the importance of having job descriptions because this 
policy would apply to all employees including public works.  Mr. Meytrott stated that he would submit a list 
of duties from the job description to the physician and they would then sign off as to whether the employee 
could do the administrative tasks listed.  Mayor Persichilli stated that the Public Works job descriptions are 
in the process of being rewritten and if there are administrative duties associated with a job the policy would 
apply.  Mayor Persichilli stated that the light duty policy would rely on the job description as to determining 
administrative duties.  
 
Mr. Ogren asked for an estimate of hours in the Police Department that would be considered administrative.  
Mr. Meytrott stated that in this particular instance he would estimate thirty to thirty-five percent of the job is 
administrative not including written reports.  Mr. Meytrott stated that the administrative duties being 
discussed are duties that can not be performed by other officers in the department.  
 
After further discussion, Mr. Ogren suggested that the Personnel Committee meet to discuss the policy for 
light duty.  Mr. Bliss stated that it could be approved tonight with the understanding that it would be refined 
and approved by resolution.  Mr. Bliss read the following into the record: “Subject to the adoption of a 
formal amendment to the Boroughs Employee Handbook, there shall be no light duty unless such light duty 
would a) assist the Borough in the performance of an essential function that can not be performed by another 
employee, b) that any such determination whether a function is essential to the functioning of the Borough 
shall be made by the Borough Administrator on the recommendation of the relevant Department Head, c) that 
the work required by the light duty is approved by the medical provider for the disabled employee and d) the 
affected employee performing light duty is paid only for those hours devoted to the light duty performed, e) 
this policy shall be subject to the general provisions of the Employee Handbook pertaining to medical leave 
that is reviewable every six months.”     
 
Council discussed some questions that they had regarding the proposed policy.   
 
Council Member Ogren made a motion to approve the light duty policy as outlined by Mr. Bliss subject to 
refinement at the next meeting, second by Council Member Griffiths with all members present voting in 
favor.   Mr. Bliss stated that a formal policy and ratifying resolution will be done at the December 27th 
meeting.    
 
Mrs. Sterling stated that Mr. Friedman has also requested to carryover four days in addition to the allowed 
vacation carryover.  Council agreed to the request, a resolution will be done for the next meeting.  
 
Municipal Parking – Month of December – Mayor Persichilli stated that he would like to revisit waiving 
the parking restrictions for the month of December.  Mayor Persichilli stated that it is too late for this year 
but he would like Council Members to consider this subject for next year.  Mr. Bliss stated that the parking 
ordinance is in limbo and has been for a couple of years because of a licensing agreement with the prior 
owner.  Mr. Meytrott stated that it involves a certain section of the parking lot and the signs were removed 
and there is currently no enforcement; however the issue has never been resolved.  Mr. Bliss stated that 
Council should consider modifying the ordinance.    
 
Downtown Streetscape – Mr. Ogren reported that a preliminary plan was done by Roberts Engineering for 
the Downtown Streetscape project.  Mr. Ogren stated that he has presented the plan to the Economic 
Development Commission, the Business Association and the Historic Preservation Commission.  Mr. Ogren 
stated that the engineer is now ready to prepare final plans and specifications and he wanted to give Borough 
Council the opportunity to ask any questions or to comment on the plans.  Mr. Ogren stated that Council 
Members have a summary of the project in their packages and everyone is on board with the project.  Mr. 
Ogren stated that there is one concern regarding decorative lighting and they are exploring the options.  Mr. 
Ogren stated that the lighting will mirror the lighting in the Borough parking lot.   
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Mayor Persichilli asked if there has been any further discussion with the owner of the corner property.  Mr. 
Ogren stated that there have been ongoing discussions.  Mr. Ogren stated that the original proposal asked for 
the owner to grant the Borough an easement and they were unwilling to do that.  Mr. Ogren stated that the 
only other option is to ask the property owners to agree to undertake improvements on their own in 
connection with the project or at a later date.   Mr. Ogren stated that he will continue to work with the owners 
to try to get the work done one way or the other.  Mr. Ogren stated that the engineer’s proposal for the project 
was $30,000 and we did a purchase order for $25,000 out of this year’s budget.  Mr. Ogren asked if the 
additional $5,000 could be added to the purchase order as there are funds left in this year’s budget.  Mrs. 
Sterling stated that she spoke to Chief Financial Officer, Sandy Webb and she said that if the invoices for the 
work are not going to come in this year there would be no point to adding funds to the purchase order.   Mrs. 
Sterling stated that any funds left on the purchase order would be cancelled at the end of the year and the 
remaining balance will have to be budgeted in next years engineering budget.  
 
Professional Reports 
 
There were no comments from Professionals.   
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Persichilli read the following statement for anyone interested in speaking before Council:   
 
Please come forward and state your name and address for the record.  Please limit comments to the 
Governing Body to a maximum of three (3) minutes.  
 
There were no comments from the public.  
 
At 6:25 PM, Council Member Tucker made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Council Member 
Griffiths.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Elizabeth Sterling 
Borough Clerk  
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