
  Regular Meeting 
  January 5, 2015 

 Page 1  

     1 

Pennington Borough Council 
Regular Meeting – January 5, 2015 
 
Mayor Persichilli called the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council to order at 7:25 pm.  Borough Clerk 
Betty Sterling called the roll; all members were present with the exception of Mr. Davy.                                                                 
 
Also present were Borough Administrator Eileen Heinzel, Public Works Superintendent Rick Smith, Public 
Safety Director Bill Meytrott and Borough Attorney Walter Bliss. 
 
Mayor Persichilli announced that notice of this meeting has been given to the Hopewell Valley News, 
Trenton Times and was posted on the bulletin board in Borough Hall and on the Borough web-site according 
to the regulations of the Open Public Meetings Act.  
 
Open to the Public – Agenda Items Only 
 
Mayor Persichilli read the following statement:  
 
Meeting open to the public for comments on items on the agenda for which no public discussion is provided.  
In an effort to provide everyone interested an opportunity to address his or her comments to the Governing 
Body, a public comment time limit has been instituted for each speaker.  Please come forward and state 
your name and address for the record.  Please limit comments to the Governing Body to a maximum of 
3 minutes.  
 
There were no comments from the public.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Council Member Marciante made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2014 meeting, second 
by Council Member Griffiths with all members present voting in favor with the exception of Council 
Member Chandler who abstained.  
 
Council Member Lawver made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 1, 2014 meeting, second by 
Council Member Marciante with all members present voting in favor with the exception of Council Member 
Chandler who abstained.  
 
New Business 
 

Borough of Pennington 
Resolution #2015 - 1.14 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND APPROPRIATING A TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR THE 

BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON FOR THE YEAR 2015 
 

 WHEREAS, the Local Budget Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19) provides that where any contract, 
commitments or payments are to be made prior to the final adoption of the 2015 budget, temporary 
appropriations in an amount not to exceed 26.25% of the total appropriations for the prior year shall be made 
for the purpose and amounts required in the manner and time therein provided; and 
 
 WHEREAS, 26.25% of the total appropriations of the 2014 budget exclusive of any appropriations 
for interest, debt redemption charges, Capital Improvement Fund and Public Assistance, in the said budget, is 
the sum of $ 787,169.73 for the current fund budget and $ 242,872.95 for the water and sewer utility fund; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached temporary appropriations be made 
and that a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Borough Finance Officer. 
 
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B 
Chandler    S    Griffiths    M    
Davy    absent Lawver   X    
Gnatt   X    Marciante   X     
 
Council Member Griffiths made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-1.14, second by Council Member 
Chandler with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 

BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
RESOLUTION #2015– 1.15 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH VALLEY HEALTH MEDICAL 

GROUP TO PERFORM ALCOHOL AND DRUG TESTING SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH OF 
PENNINGTON FOR THE YEAR 2015 
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WHEREAS, the Borough is required to provide an alcohol and controlled substances program for 

CDL (commercial drivers license) drivers and other participants in compliance with 49 CFR 382 and 49 CFR 
40; and 
 

WHEREAS, Valley Health Medical Group is experienced in and capable of providing such 
services; and  
 

WHEREAS, this contract shall be for specific services set forth in the Agreement attached to this 
resolution;  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough agrees to the fees per service (ranging from $40.00 to $180.00) set forth 
in the Fee Schedule included in the Agreement; 

 
WHEREAS, the services authorized by the contract are professional services and the amount of 

expense expected to be incurred under this contract for these services is in any event substantially below the 
threshold for public bidding; 

 
 WHEREAS, Valley Health Medical Group has completed and submitted a sworn Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification which certifies that neither the group nor any of its members has made or shall make 
any political contribution prohibited by relevant provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 or Chapter 15, Article I 
of the Pennington Borough Code, regarding pay-to-play;   

 
WHEREAS, Valley Health Medical Group shall comply with requirement for Anti-Discrimination 

and Affirmative Action as set forth in the annexed Schedule A;  
   
 WHEREAS, total fees of Valley Health Medical Group under this contract, including expenses, 
shall not exceed $1,000.00 without the prior written approval of Borough Council; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has certified that funds are available for 
this contract in Account #:                  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the Borough, with the 
attestation of the Clerk, and subject to such changes in form as may be required by the Borough Attorney, is 
hereby authorized to execute the attached Agreement between the Borough and Valley Health Medical 
Group for the provision of Alcohol and Drug Testing Services for 2015. 

 
Record of Council Vote on Passage 

COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. 
Chandler    S    Griffiths    X    

Davy       absent Lawver   M    

Gnatt   X    Marciante   X    
 
Council Member Lawver made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-1.15, second by Council Member 
Chandler with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 
 

BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
RESOLUTION #2015 – 1.16 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A  

SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOARD OF FIRE  
COMMISSIONERS OF HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1  

FOR THE PROVISION OF BASIC LIFE SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 2015  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Pennington (the “Borough”), is responsible for providing Basic Life 
Support Services, a system for the emergency care and transportation of persons who are sick or injured and 
in need of immediate medical care within the boundaries of the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, for this purpose, pursuant to the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et.seq.), the Borough desires to contract with the Board of Fire Commissioners of 
Hopewell Township Fire District No. 1 for the provision of Basic Life Support Services within the 
boundaries of the Borough for the year 2015;  
 

WHEREAS, the proposed Shared Services Agreement, of which a copy is attached, is in 
substantially the same form as the 2014 agreement between these parties including the $3,000 annual fee for 
the services; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington, that the Mayor of the Borough of Pennington is hereby authorized and directed to execute the 
attached Shared Services Agreement between the Borough of Pennington and the Board of Fire 
Commissioners of Hopewell Township Fire District No.1  for the provision of Basic Life Support Services 
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within the boundaries of the Borough, subject to approval as to final form by  the Borough Attorney of the 
Borough of Pennington.  
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B 
Chandler    X    Griffiths    X    
Davy    absent Lawver   S    
Gnatt   X    Marciante   M     
 
Council Member Marciante made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-1.16, second by Council Member 
Lawver with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 

BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
RESOLUTION #2015 – 1.17 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOARD OF 
FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 TO PROVIDE 

ALL REQUIRED FIRE INSPECTION SERVICES FOR THE PERIOD  
JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2016 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Pennington (“Borough”) is responsible for certain fire inspection 

services pursuant to the Uniform Fire Safety Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-195, et. seq.) (the “Fire Safety Act”); and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act (N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, 

et seq.) the Borough desires to contract with the Board of Fire Commissioners of Hopewell Township Fire 
District No. 1 (the “Board”) for the provision of fire inspection services and other certain services required 
by the Fire Safety Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough and the Board are both “local units” and the fire inspection services and 

other certain services required by the Fire Safety Act are “shared services” within the meaning of N.J.S.A. 
40A:65-3; 

 
WHEREAS, the term of this Shared Services Agreement shall be two years, from January 1, 2015 

through December 31, 2016;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Pennington, that the Mayor of the Borough, with the attestation of the Borough Clerk, is hereby authorized to 
enter into and execute on behalf of the Borough a Shared Services Agreement providing for the aforesaid 
services in substantially the form annexed to this Resolution, subject to final approval as to form by the 
Borough Attorney.   
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B 
Chandler     S    Griffiths    M    
Davy    absent Lawver   X    
Gnatt    X    Marciante   X     
 
Council Member Griffiths made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-1.17, second by Council Member 
Chandler with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 

BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
RESOLUTION #2015 – 1.18 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING A CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey amended the State laws concerning investment of local 
government funds with the adoption of Chapter 148, P.L. 1997, and 
 
 WHEREAS, these new laws expand the responsibility of the Governing Body and the role of the 
Chief Financial Officer in cash management, and 
 
 WHEREAS, these new laws require the adoption of a Cash Management Plan, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has reviewed the new laws and drafted a Cash 
Management Plan to conform to those laws and to the current banking and investment practices of the 
Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey that the attached Cash Management Plan is hereby 
adopted, and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to present this 
resolution and adopted Cash Management Plan to the State of New Jersey and to all designated depositories 
and asset managers in accordance with the requirements of the applicable State laws. 
 

Record of Council Vote on Passage 
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. 
Chandler    S    Griffiths    X    

Davy    absent Lawver   X    

Gnatt   X    Marciante   M    

 
Council Member Marciante made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-1.18, second by Council Member 
Chandler with all members present voting in favor.  
 
 

BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
RESOLUTION #2015 – 1.19 

                            
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING ON-LINE BANKING AND CREDIT CARD ACCEPTANCE FOR 

THE PAYMENT OF TAX AND UTILITY CHARGES FOR THE YEAR 2015  
  

WHEREAS, under New Jersey State Statute 40A:5-43 and New Jersey Administrative Code 5:30-
9.1 through 5:30-9.10, local municipal units are permitted to offer residents electronic payments; and   
 

WHEREAS, subject to those provisions the Borough of Pennington seeks to offer to its residents 
on-line payment for tax and utility charges in the form of on-line banking and credit cards; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s current tax and utility software provider, Edmunds & Associates, has 
the ability to act as service provider for the acceptance of electronic payments, and will do so at a charge of 
$1,200.00 per billing module, for a total of $2,400.00 per year, and  
 

WHEREAS, The Bank of Princeton has agreed to reimburse the Borough the fees charged by 
Edmunds & Associates, as described above; and  
 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of the aforementioned statute and administrative code, Edmunds 
& Associates has named Links2Gov as their secured payment provider; and  
 

WHEREAS, the charges paid by the property owner to the provider will be $1.05 per banking 
transaction, and up to 2.95% on each credit card transaction; and  

 
WHEREAS, this agreement shall be in place for one year;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Pennington approves the acceptance of electronic payments as outlined above.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Chief Financial 
Officer and the Tax and Utility Collector.  

 
Record of Council Vote on Passage 

COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. 
Chandler    M    Griffiths    S    

Davy    absent Lawver    X     

Gnatt   X    Marciante   X    

 
Council Member Chandler made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-1.19, second by Council Member 
Griffiths with all members present voting in favor.  
 
Committee Reports 
 
Planning & Zoning/Open Space – Mrs. Gnatt reported that negotiations are ongoing for acquisition of the 
Brown Property.  Mrs. Gnatt stated that reimbursements to the Open Space Fund are underway.  Mrs. Gnatt 
stated that the Proposed Open Space and Recreation Plan was presented to the Planning Board.  Mrs. Gnatt 
stated that the Planning Board will be holding an Open Public hearing on the proposed plan at their next 
meeting which will be in February.   
 
Mrs. Gnatt stated that the Economic Development Commission has decided on their Business of the Year and 
Community Service award recipients to be presented at a ceremony in January.    
 
Public Works – No report due to Mr. Davy’s absence.     
 
Parks and Recreation /Economic Development – Mr. Lawver stated that the Parks and Recreation 
Committee did not meet in December.  
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Public Safety – Mr. Marciante stated that contract negotiations are beginning and there will be ameeting 
of the committee soon.  Mr. Marciante stated that the contract with Hopewell Township for temporary 
Police Coverage is being worked on and should be finalized soon. 
 
Finance – Mr. Griffiths reported that the Finance Committee did not meet but budget meetings will begin 
in January.  
 
 
Professional Reports 
 
Mr. Bliss reminded Council of the closed session.  
 
Mrs. Heinzel stated that there is a need to have a special meeting on January 12th.  Mrs. Heinzel stated that 
Mrs. Sterling put out a “Save the Date” notice in the packages, but we need to figure out a good time for the 
meeting.  After a brief discussion it was decided to hold the meeting at 6:00 pm.   
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Persichilli read the following statement for anyone interested in speaking before Council:   
Please come forward and state your name and address for the record.  Please limit comments to the 
Governing Body to a maximum of three (3) minutes.  
 
There were no comments from the public.  
 
Closed Session 
 
AT, 7:40 PM, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor and Council shall hereby convene in closed session for the 
purposes of discussing a subject or subjects permitted to be discussed in closed session by the Open Public 
Meetings Act, to wit:  

 
• Contract Negotiations - Comcast 

   
Open Session  
 
AT, 7:45 PM, Mayor and Council returned to open session.   
 
Approval of Closed Session Minutes for Content But Not Release  
 
Council Member Marciante made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2014 closed session 
meeting for content but not for release, second by Council Member Griffiths.  Upon a roll call vote all 
members present voted in favor with the exception of Mrs. Chandler who abstained.  
 
Council Member Chandler made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Council Member Gnatt. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Elizabeth Sterling 
Borough Clerk  
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