
BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
Outline for Applying for a Sidewalk 

Construction Permit and Construction Guidance 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. The owner/contractor doing the work should apply for the permit. However, it is the homeowner’s 

ultimate responsibility. 

 

2. It is mandatory that a “One Call Reference Number” be included on the application. The One Call Phone 

number is (800) 272-1000 or “811”. 

 

3. The contractor must provide a current Certificate of Liability Insurance. See attached permit for details. 

 

4. During construction, the Borough’s sidewalk inspector must observe the formwork and base prior to 

placement of the concrete and have the option to be present during the concrete pour. Larger jobs 

involving ten (10) or more slabs of sidewalk being poured at one time will also require a temperature 

check during the pour.  24-hour notice is required. Contact Pennington Borough Public Works (609-737-

9440). 

 

IF SHADE TREES ARE INVOLVED: 
 

1. Tree roots lifting the sidewalk must be addressed prior to the repair. It is unlawful for any property 

owner to remove a tree or part of a tree within the public right of way without the approval of the 

Borough or the County.  

 

 If roots from Borough shade tree(s) are causing the sidewalk or driveway to crack or lift, 

you must first contact the Borough Department of Public Works to schedule a site visit 

by the Borough Shade Tree Committee’s arborist. (Public Works 609-737-9440) 

 

 If roots from a County shade tree(s) are causing the sidewalk or driveway to crack or lift, 

you should contact the Mercer County Shade Tree Office before beginning work on 

replacing the sidewalk or driveway.  (609-530-7500) 

 

 

2. When trees are an issue and/or concern, we recommend applying for a permit 4 to 6 weeks prior to 

construction. This time allows for permit review, site condition evaluation and scheduling. If trees are 

not an issue, please allow 2 weeks.  

 

3. Once the Borough or County representative is scheduled for a site visit, you or your contractor must 

remove the affected section of sidewalk/driveway before the scheduled appointment.  The Borough or 

County representative will then inspect the roots and mark which roots may be removed.  You or your 

contractor may then carefully remove only the marked roots before continuing with the installation of 

the replacement sidewalk/driveway.  The recommendation may be, but is not limited to, tree removal, 

root removal, and/or redirecting the sidewalk around the tree trunk. 

 

4.  When either a root or the stump of the tree is removed and the void is deeper than the new 

 concrete or crushed stone foundation, the remaining void is to be filled with compacted  DGABC base.       

All millings of the stump are to be removed from the excavation. 

 

Public Works hours are weekdays 7:30 am to 3:00 pm.   

 



 

 

 


