
 
 

BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
ORDINANCE 2016-6 

 
AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING LAND USE AND LAND USE APPLICATIONS  

AND AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
  

 WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Pennington has recommended various changes 
to the Borough Code which would amend, supplement or clarify provisions of Chapter 215 concerning 
Zoning, Chapter 163 concerning site plan approval, and Chapter 185 concerning Swimming Pools;   

WHEREAS, Borough Council of the Borough of Pennington accepts the recommendations of the 
Planning Board and seeks to amend the Code accordingly, with [brackets] indicating language to be deleted 
and underlining indicating language to be added;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Pennington, as follows:  
 

1.  Section 163-54 of Chapter 163 of the Borough Code, concerning exceptions to required site plan 
approval, is amended as follows  
 

163-4. Site plan approval required; exceptions. 
 
Prior to the issuance of a building permit or certificate of occupancy for any [new structure other than a 
single-family dwelling, addition to an existing nonresidential structure, conversion of a one- or two-
family dwelling to three or more units or for any new multifamily structure or use] development on a lot 
wholly or partly in the Borough, a site plan shall be reviewed by the Planning Board [or, where 
appropriate, by the Board of Adjustment].  No site plan review shall be required for: 
 
A. A change in occupancy or use of any nonresidential structure where the Borough Zoning Officer 
has determined that the new use is permitted either by reason of Chapter 215, Zoning, or because of 
prior Planning Board or Zoning Board approval, and will not intensify site traffic circulation, required 
parking or endanger the general health, safety and public welfare; or 
 
B. A rear addition of less than 150 square feet for a one-story addition or 300 square feet for a two-
story addition to a commercial structure in a commercial zone, provided that no variances are required 
and there is no impact on site circulation. 
 
C. Detached one- or two-dwelling unit buildings. 
 
2. Section 185-6.A of Chapter 185 of the Borough Code, concerning the location of swimming pools, 

is amended as follows:  
 
 (1) Private swimming pools, wading pools and hot tubs [No private swimming pool or wading pool] 

shall be erected in the rear yard only [to extend out beyond the front line of the main building]. 
 
 (2) No private swimming pool or wading pool shall be larger in area than 50% of the rear yard and in 

no case shall a pool be constructed less than 15 [six] feet from any [rear] property line [or less than six 
feet from any side property line]. 

 
3. Section 215-31 of Chapter 215 of the Borough Code, concerning sign regulations, is amended to 

include the following definitions: 
 
215-31.  Definitions and word usage. 
 
B. Words and phrases used in this article shall have the meanings set forth in this article: 
 
BANNERS, FLAGS, PENNANTS – [A rectangular-shaped fabric sign] Flexible material not 
permanently attached to a structure which is typically supported by a pole or bracket;  [a temporary 
bracket or device may support the banner]. 
 
NEON/TUBULAR Sign – Any sign made of illuminated tubing. 
 
INFLATABLE SIGN – Any inflated display used on a permanent or temporary basis to advertise or 
draw attention to a business, product or event.  Inflatable signs include  
balloons.  
 
4. Section 215-38 of Chapter 215 of the Borough Code, concerning prohibited signs, is amended as 

follows  
  

 215-38.  Prohibited signs. 
 
Unless specifically permitted by the approving authority or this article, the following signs are 
prohibited: 
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B.  Mechanically moving signs, inflatable signs, neon signs, light emitting diode (LED) signs, 
unshielded bulb signs, flashing signs and animated signs of any kind and signs containing reflective 
elements except that neon or LED signs are permitted as interior signs in the Highway-Business zone. 
 
5. Section 215-43 of Chapter 215 of the Borough Code, concerning signs permitted in the Highway 

Business Zone, is amended as follows: 
 

 215-43.  Signs permitted in Highway Business Zone. 
 

      In the Highway Business (B-H) zone, the following signs shall be permitted. 
 
F.  Interior signs.  All signs located on the interior side of a window and intended to be visible from the 
exterior of the building and located within a distance of 24 inches from the inside face of the glass shall 
total not more than [40] 20 percent of the glass area of the window behind which they are placed and 
together with a façade wall sign shall not exceed 10% of the “ground floor entry façade area” as 
required by Section 215-43 D.  No interior sign lighting shall exceed one foot candle, measured at a 
distance of two feet from the light source.             
   * * * 
 
J.  In addition to the above applicable signs, each permitted non-residential use may be permitted one 
neon or LED sign located on the inside of display windows only.  Such sign shall be considered an 
interior sign, subject to the limitations in Subsection F. above. 
 

   * * * 
 
L. Banners, flags and pennants and other moving signs used for advertising purposes, whether 
containing a message or not, may be permitted to advertise special events including but not limited to 
grand openings, special sales, and promotion of seasonal events or products, provided the following 
conditions and procedures are followed: 
 
1.  Banners, flags and pennants shall not exceed 20 square feet and no more than two banners, flags, or 
pennants shall be erected. 
 
2.  An application form describing the type and size of the banners, flags or pennants shall be submitted 
to the zoning officer who shall review such form within 7 days. 
 
3.  Banners, flags or pennants shall be removed within the time period stated on the application but no 
later than 30 days. 
 
4.  No approved banners, flags or pennants shall be allowed on more than three occasions during a 
calendar year. 
  

6.  This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as required by law.   
             
 
 

Introduced: May 4, 2016   
 
Advertised:  May 13, 2016                                                                
 
Public Hearing: June 1, 2016                                                               
 
Adoption: June 1, 2016   
 
Advertised:  June 10, 2016   
                                                               
 
 
ATTEST: APPROVED: 
 
 
 
                                                                                            
Elizabeth Sterling, Borough Clerk   Anthony Persichilli, Mayor 

        


