
BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 
ORDINANCE NO. 2016-18 

 
AN ORDINANCE CLARIFYING THE OBLIGATION OF PROPERTY OWNERS TO TRIM 

GRASS AND PLANT GROWTH ON LAND ABUTTING PUBLIC STREETS AND AMENDING 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON 

 
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Council seeks to clarify Section 177-21 of the Code of the Borough of 
Pennington, concerning the obligation of owners of land on public streets to maintain abutting sidewalks 
clear of waste, debris and plant and shrub overgrowth, to make clear that the obligation includes removing 
any obstruction within the air space over the sidewalk for its entire width and length to a height of seven 
feet; 
 

WHEREAS, Borough Council further seeks to amend Section 177-22 to ensure that the 
obligation of property owners to trim trees to allow seven feet of clearance above the sidewalk extends to 
bushes and plants as well as trees; 

 
WHEREAS, Council intends also to amend Section 177-22 of the Code, concerning  cutting and 

removal of grass and weeds on land abutting the public streets, to impose a uniform standard requiring 
cutting and removal of all grass and weeds over 10 inches in height, consistent with Chapter 136 of the 
Code, concerning nuisances, which provides that all residential and commercial lawn areas must be 
maintained and mowed and may not exceed 10 inches in height; 

 
WHEREAS, the amendment of 177-22 will also permit certain plantings and flowers within  the 

area between the street and sidewalk and up to the sidewalk edge on the interior side, provided any such 
plantings do not cause obstructed views of the street which present a safety hazard or otherwise create a 
nuisance; 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed changes are denoted by underlining for new language and cross-outs 

for language to be deleted;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Pennington, as follows: 
 
1. Section 177-21 of the Code of the Borough of Pennington, concerning refuse, waste, debris, 

plants and trees on sidewalks, is hereby amended as follows: 
 
“The owner of every lot of land abutting upon any public street in the Borough shall keep and 
maintain the abutting sidewalk(s) clear of all refuse, waste, debris and plant and shrub 
overgrowth and any other obstruction within the airspace over the sidewalk for its entire 
width and length to a height of seven feet..  Trees, bushes and plants on the land abutting any 
sidewalk shall be trimmed by the owner to allow seven feet of clearance above the sidewalk.  
Borough shade trees in the public right-of-way shall be trimmed by the Borough to allow 
seven feet of clearance.”  

 
2. Section 177-22 of the Code, concerning the cutting of grass and weeds, is hereby amended as 

follows: 
 
The owner of every lot of land abutting upon the public streets in the Borough, whether 
occupied or unoccupied, shall cut and remove all grass and weeds over six ten inches in 
height to the interior edge of the sidewalk and within for a distance of three feet from any 
public sidewalk or highway.  Such owner shall also cut and remove all grass and weeds over 
six inches in height from the area between the sidewalk and the curb, provided “grass and 
weeds” for the purpose of this section shall not include flowers, decorative grasses, bushes 
and plants that do not invade the airspace of the sidewalk as proscribed by section 177-21 and 
do not cause obstructed views of the street which present a safety hazard or otherwise create a 
nuisance.     

 
3.  This ordinance shall be effective upon passage and publication as required by law. 

 
 
Introduced: September 7, 2016  
 
Advertised:  September 16, 2016                                                               
 
Public Hearing: October 5, 2016                                                               
 
Adoption: October 5, 2016   
 
Advertised:  October 14, 2016   
                                                               
 
ATTEST: APPROVED: 
 
 
                                                                                            
Elizabeth Sterling, Borough Clerk   Anthony Persichilli, Mayor 

        


